Hello parents of sophomores!




March 9, 2015
On Friday March 20, all sophomores in the state of Ohio will take the Ohio Graduation Test (OGT) in the Social Studies.   It is our intent that your son/daughter pass the test the first time it is given.  The OGT is a much more rigorous test than the old 9th grade proficiency of years past.  All of our students must and can pass this exam in order to graduate.  You can help us in this partnership!
How can you help?  First, this is a content based test so studying will help.  Oversee your child’s preparation.  Homework will not be given in the month of March so your child will have time to prepare.  The test prep is your child’s homework!  The test will cover social studies information from grades 9 and 10 plus main ideas that your son/daughter mastered in grades 7 and 8.  Students have been given an OGT Social Studies Test: Quick Study Guide and a blueprint of the test’s format.  We will also be using an OGT review book in class which can be checked out for home use.
You can help you son/daughter study this material.  Quiz them on main content points.  We will give them sample tests to facilitate their progress over the material.  We will be reviewing in class the important information.  Please reinforce this review with additional study time at home.
You can also help your son/daughter by taking them to the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) website where there is a wealth of information.  Work the practice tests with your child; review the key content on the site, etc.  To access the site, go to:

http://ogt.success-ode-state-oh-us.info/studentsOGT.htm

Directions to do the practice tests are on the site. There is a wealth of good material here to help your child pass the OGT. Your son/daughter can earn extra credit by printing out the score sheet for these practice tests and bring it to me by Thursday March 19.
The week of March 16 through 20, make sure your child gets plenty of sleep and eats a good breakfast.

Together we can achieve success for Mayfield’s children!

Thank you for your assistance!

Sincerely,
Ryan Pubentz
Your child’s 10th grade history teacher
OGT: Cold War Summary

Cold War

· Two superpowers emerged after WWII

· U.S. 

· Soviet Union

· Cold War = Not an actual “war”

· War of ideas

· U.S. vs. Soviet Union

· Capitalism vs. Communism

· Democracy vs. Dictatorship

· North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) vs. Warsaw Pact

· U.S. and Soviet Union did NOT fight directly

· Arms Race

· Competition to develop superior weapons systems (Atomic weapons, missiles, etc)

· Cuban Missile Crisis:  Nuclear Proliferation

· Space Race

· Competition for space supremacy (satellites, rockets, etc.)

· Korea/Vietnam

· U.S. supported democracy and capitalism in the South

· Soviet Union supported dictatorships and Communism in the North
Vocabulary

· Contemporary = current
· Reliable = dependable
· Credible = trustworthy
· Domestic = home (U.S.)
· Foreign = overseas (Germany, Russia)
· Economic = Financial
· Political = Government
· Social = public (communal, shared, collective)
· Fiscal = Economic (Deals with government spending and taxes)
· Monetary = Money (Deals with interest rates and money supply)
· Impact = influence or effect
· Purpose = Intention or use
· Bias = preconceived notion or prejudice 
· Unbiased = balanced  
· Policy = Plan
